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E 1986/87 Bundesliga season
“has just finished, the winners
being the mighty team from Sol-
ingen. West Germans take their
national inter-club league extremely seri-
ously and this year Solingen retained the
services of six grandmasters — Hubner,
Short, Spassky, Lobron, Lau and Kava-
lek. Not bad for an eight-board team,
though under German Federation rules
only two out of the three foreigners
(Short, Spassky and Kavalek) can play
together in one match. Recently, how-
ever, Italian foothall clubs have been
instructed by the European Community
to lift an almost identical restriction on
numbers of their overseas club members,
Maybe next season Solingen’s property
millionaire sponsor Egon Evertz can flya
couple of Russians in too.
~ 'As things stand even the strong ama-
teur West German players are worth
nearly their weight in Deutschmarks and
‘between May and September a certain
~amount of poaching goes on between
* clubs. Solingen have already snatched a
promising junior player from my own
" club, Hamburg HSV, for next season.
- The juinior, ranked 2370 on the Elo scale
but only a Fide master, was getting
- DM2000 (approaching $NZ2000) total
for his 15 games at Hamburg, plus
~‘expenses. Knowing Solingen he is prob-
ably getting his own flat, private jet and
‘Mercedes now, but it serves me right for

turning down a Soljngen transfer last

* year! I have been a mercenaty for Ham-
burg since 1981, being joiried a couple of
- years ago by English grandmaster John

 Nunn. We make seven or eight weekend

trips per season to West Germany for
Bundesliga games, and also take part in

* . occasianal exhibitions for our club.

. - -This season Hamburg HSY (we are

- - part of the famous Hamburg football

club) came a comfortable third in the
Bundesliga, out of 16 teams from around
West Germany. By September/October,
however, we hope to be the most techno-
- logically advanced club in the world utilis-
ing a new computer system ‘called
Chessbase. This is a state-of-the-art
system for storing and classifyirig thou-
- sands of games. It surpasses anything I
have seen before. Games are entered
into the database using a “mouse” to
move pieces on a chessboard created on
the screen, and games @an be recalled by
position, opponent or opening classifica-
tions. It should be an invaluable tool for
study, and our club has already acquired
- 14 ‘Atari 1040STs, currently the only
appropriate computer. The Chessbhase

software costs around DM500 and in-

formation can be obtained from NZ Chess

. Supplies or from Fredric Friedel,

~ Hauptstr,  28B, D-2114 Hollenstedt,
West Germany. :

The Chessbase technology, :whjch_

. proofreads each game as it goes along, is
fast becoming the standard equipment in
Europe for producing bulletins during
tournaments. It was used at the latest
Brussels super-tournament during April
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and TV monitors around the tournament
site would automatically replay finished
games for the spectators. I was told
that after this following game from Brus-

- sels, Viktor Korchnoi sat watching his

victory being repeated on screen about
20 times! Probably he could not believe
that he had taken only 17 moves to
defeat grandmaster Bent Larsen — with
Black. Here is what happened:

1 -

: RETI OPENING
LARSEN KORCHNO)
1. ¢4 ‘Nfé
2. g3 = c6
3. Nf3 - d5
4. b3 - Qb6!?

A novel idea which stops 5. Bb2 due to 5,
.. dXc4 and prepares for central expan-
sion. Normal are 4. ... Bf5 and 4. . .. Bgd.

5. Bg2 e5!
6. 0-0

Not 6. Nxe5 Qd4! forking knight and

r00k.
G ed
7. Nel h5!? f

Remarkable play — in the opening, with
Jew pieces developed, Korchnoi pushes his
700k pawn to loosen the White king position,
Such a strategy is possible here because Black
has gained substantial space and time in
pushing his central pawns forward so early.
But that doesn’t alter the fact that Korchnoi
has already broken every opening rule of
thumb in the book.

8. Nc3 h4
9. d4 hxg3
10. fxg3 Qa5
11. Qc2?

Afterwards Korchnoi gave 11. Qd2! as
correct, leaving the c2-square aqvailable for

- White’s knight on el. What a vital difference

this makes soon becomes clear.

1h B e ‘Bb4
12. Bb2 Be6
13. ¢xd5 Nxd5
14. Nxd5 cxd5
15. a3 Bd2!
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Suddenly White’s king is in mortal

danger from the Black bishop forcing it into -

the corner. For example; 16, Rd1 Be3 ch 17.°

‘Kh1 Ne6 with ideas of 18. . . . 0-0-0 and 19.
< won RXh3ch, as well as 18. . .. Qc7 as in. the

game. Belatedly Larsen vacates ‘the c2-
square, but his knight' has no time to cover
the all-important e3-square.

16. Qd17! Be3 ch.
17. Khi ’ QeT!
18. Resigns it ’

There is no satisfactory defence: 18. Nc2
OXg3! followed by checkmate on h2. An
astonishing miniature between two world
class grandmasters. : |

Stairways need never
be aproblemwith
Stannah Powered Stairlifts.

¢ For the wheelchair-bound.
For the elderly.

For the physically-disabled.
Ideal for all stairs.

Simple to install and operate.
Full maintenance available.

I want to know how Stannah Stairlifts and
Stair Aids can help.

Name:
Address:

Isvsinds | wiPhoneiNosscsda. SR
Send to: Handling Equipment, PO Box 30-846,
' OWER HUTT. PHONE: (04) 693-619

Wamsler solid-fuel, slow combustion
cookers give you all the goodness
and taste of traditional cooking
with the ease, efficiency and
speed of modern technology.

finger-tip controls and easy to use.
fry, boil, bake, roast, grill.

-huge oven and hot-plate space.
wide cooker size range, suits any kitchen.
Central heating models eliminate

heating and hot water bills for ever,

uses all solid fuels.

*_precision West German engineering and quality.

Solid-fuel Cookers

Marketed by ZLA/ISILI AUSTRALASIA PO. Box 40-028 Auckland, New Zealand Tel: (09) 444-5382
-~ FREE COLOUR BROCHURE —————

~ For a free colour brochure and the name of your nearest stockist,
complete and mail this coupon : \

NAME: please print!
ADDRESS:
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